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Renowned Werthyes, 

2 Our Petition of the 12th, of Aug. laſt to the 
b Supream authority of the Nation, hath been 

na ſmall refreſhing to many faithfull people : 
in theſe parts, and more particularly to my (elf: 4 

That in ſo generall a neglect of the publick 
good (for we may even complaine with the Apoſtle, al. : 
menſeck. their own things, and with the Prophet. Every one Hl. 3:31 
x for hrs gaine from his quarter) there ſhould appear ſuch a 9 

ſpirit of righteouſneſſe within the land. We hope the Lord 

hath not quite forſaken us, but will yet do us good in the 

latter times, that he will cauſe judgement to run down as 3 

waters, and righteouſneſſe as a flowing ſtream, Amos, 5. % 
Thescepe of this Sermon (which I preach'd a little be- 

fore, in a grave and ſolemne aſſembly) was to advance the 

ftandard of righteouſneſs within this nation, which I en- 

deavoured to do, by ſetting before our Rulers the righte- " 

ousScepter of Jeſus Chriſt ; the imitation whereof would 

make no leſſe for their own honour, than the peace and 

well. being of this Common; wealth. I then hinted to their 

ſerious conſiderations moſt of thoſe things, which your 

Petition ſince hath inſiſted upon. It greatly rejoyced me 

to fee thoſe impreffions upon the hearts of others, which 

God had engraven on my own ſoule; but more eſpeci- 

ally on yours (who have been the Saviours of our nation Obed nn ht 

under God) chat all men may ſee you have not proſecu- Yer, 517 

ted the late warrs, nor attempted the change of our g0- 

vernment , from a private ſelfiſh Spirit; ſeeing now whilſt 

you poſſeſſe the gates of your enemies, and enjoy as much 14> i 

wealth and honour, as heart can wiſh for, you do not every Euke 129 
one cry /oul, ſcul, take thine eaſe;&c. but like Moſes & Nebe- N 3 

w1iah, have a fellow. feeling of your brethrens burthens, & 2. z. *. 

aro ſo-affectio nately mindful of the publick good, making it 

your buſineſſe to implore both God and man, for thoſe 

things which tend unto the peace and wellfare ofthis whole 

nation. | A2 To 
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Po deale faithfully with you, l ſee not how you could do 
lefs; for when Lhave reviewed many of your letters written, 
whilſt you were abroad in the ſervice, and obſerved what 
ſtraines and ſparklings of a publick ſpirit do run through 
them all. & then confidered bow little bath been done fin 
you have returned in the proſecution of thoſe things, which ; 
then you minded; I feared the reproach of your enemies, 
that they would ſay of you, as ſome did of Pavla Cordto.rp. 
His letters are weighty a „ but his bodily preſence «s 
weak and contemptible. Nay I feared.that God himſelf would, 
awaken you by ſome terrible-voyce ; we read that when 74- 
cob had vowed a vow unto God, Cen. 28. 20. what he would. 
do, if God brought him againe unto his Fathers bouſe, and 
being returned he forgat his yow, the Lord minded him of 

it as it were bythunder, by ſeverall dolefull accidents that 
befell his family, chap. 34. and then ch. 35. be bids him go, 

unto Bethel! to pay his vowes, as it were hinting — 4 
of thoſe darker diſpenſations. But bleſſed be God that he 
hath awakened you by a ſtiller voyce, to remember the pur- 
poſes of your ſoules in your low eſtate, and that you have. 
approved your ſelves the fame in deed dau preſent, as yqu 

A 

I blefſe the Lord for your pious deſires to propagate the. 
goſpell by | np and for your care to have mini- 
ers freed from their ſervile dependency upon ſuch as are 
enemies to godlineſs, for the maintenance of themſelves & 
families, which upon a narrower ſearch will appear to be. 
one of the greateſt hinderances of reformation; there are - 


| 
! 
, 
: 


manyFarruptions that would quickly vaniſh, did men act in 
the t oö with a freeer Spirit. A grave Divine, of 


hings 0 
the late Aſſembly, in a book newly extant *, hath given us 
is reaſon amongſt others why miniſters ought to baptize 


- vouts, woe deſperate enough already againſt their miniſters, 
Anil fo prejudice them in their A. ] fear e, ma o- 


der things ere continued upon the ſame account; it is a 
. * - 0 . _ N 
ptatidn that is not eaſily overcome. 


A * 


Your 


breathinęs of the ſame ſpitit, which dwels more plentifully in N The 


Your zeale for civill righteouſneſs, and to have the prie- 
vances of the nation ſpeedily redreſſed, will render your 
names precious unto the generations that are yet to come. a 
The bleſſing of the righteous be upon you and yours. See Pro. 12% 

The good Lord keep theſe thoughts in your hearts till the PAL 14. 5. 
things you have deſired ſhall be effected. At the throne ; 
of grace, he ſeeks not as he ſhould, that gives over ſeeking 
before he findes : Waiting is as neceſlary as praying.. Im- 
portunity hath prevailed with unrighteous Judges“, how *Luke: 18:45 
much more effectuall will it be at a- juſt tribunall ? the 
gracious acceptance and hearty thanks which you re- 
ceived from the great Councell of the land is a ſtrong en- 
couragement ſtill to perſiſt in your juſt deſires, 

Great perſons do look to be put in mind of that, which 
they themſelves are willing to performe. Philip of Mace- 
don had a Page to remember him of bis duty: The Kings ; 
of Perſia an Officer to cry A'vaga & banned ppirrige 2payud-. Herod. | 9. 
roy. Nay God himſelfe will be ſought to, for that, which he : 
hath promyſed to do. The Saints are called his remembrancers, Exek. 36, 37.4 
Lai. 62. 6. and (hap. 43. 26. he bids his people to put him & 
in remembrance, nay to give him no reſt, till he fulfils their Iſai: 62,7 
deſires; and therefore it cannot be doubted, but that the 
renewing of your requeſts, will be acceptable to our Par- 


liament, as the —— of them unto the people. 

Worthy Patriots, I am deſired to give to — the hearty thanks of many 
haneſt, peaceable people in theſeparts, who have meurned for you in your 
ſtreights, rejoyced with you in your deliverances, who bleſſe the Lord for 
you, and frequently make mention of you at the Throne of grace; as your 
former ſervices fct the nation, ſo more eſpeciallythis laſt labour of love, hath 
exceedingly endeared you to their ſoules. Doe but what you may, to ſatisſie 
their deſires that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe. | 

And as a Teſtimony of my unfained affections for your publick mer itt, I 
have here preſented you with theſe tew meditations, which (ItruRt) are the . 
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t God did not deſpiſe an offering of goares haire that came from a wil- +3 
fag ming; and I dont not, but your goodneſs will accept the will for he _ 


deed, from, 
| 3 Tour affect ionate ſervant. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


FRIEND, 


I Aſſure thee, was not an itch to be ſeen in Print, that 
> IE, caſed me to publifipthis enſuing Sermon ; but {ome 

E Px paſſages therein, having met with a publick, cenſure , 

BZ 1 determined to expoſe the whole to 4 more publick, 
view, and the rather, becauſe ſome endeavours have been uſed to 
irritate the powers of the ndtion- againſt me for it, that they, 
who are concerned in that pu ge ( ſo much excepted « ag ain(t 
pag 24.) may more detibevantty emifider both what was ſpoken, 

upon what grounds. As theres nothing i in it of my own, => 
I deſire to glory in, ſo there is nothing that is Gods, that I need to 
be . wid of * Thou haft it almoſt verbatim as it was deli - 
vered , n rer e whirl, which riovngh freight: 
of time were then omitted. 

There is one thing pore 1 world advertiſe thee of, that there 1s 
alittle book lately come forth, intitied the ſum and ſubſtance 
of a Sermon preached in Sarum by My. Woodbridge of 
Newbery, which doth princs ally relate to me, for as it was 
preached inthis 3 fo ce\my hearers and others « gains 
my dothrine; (Which yer is not mine, but bis that ſent mee) Jo it 
3s now ſent 1241 into 185 world, to uefume my name; the au. 
thor aſing his unchriſtian liberty , not onely frequent! 7 to men- 
tien me in avilyfing — manner, but to publiſh to the 
you verall untrut hes to make ne dion, us that in a prblick 

wks ate ber ire me and bimfe abont the matter of s Ser 

would not give os ict heating, 26. 27. and 
> that was above meafure obſtreperous, p. 29. 7 profeſſe I 

k £ « . Conld not but wonder at theſe paſſages,when J "rot ok firſt, not 
1 Wis in reſpect of that ancient freindſbip, that bath been between 


d by any provocation on my part) and for 
that 


fi "fx 
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1. Ihre my elſe cla from theſe foule epd, hin 
wannagedrbat er 4 culme and ſedate & ſpirit, . 
ever 1/paks to my deareſt friend: but in regard this author bins 
felfe m the cloſe of that exerciſe , had ingeniouſly confeſſed, that 
1 had not Wronge him 5 aud can there be rater wrong in ar gu- 
ing than to den) liberty of ſpeech, and whe a ready te hear as 
we are. ta ſpeaks 7. yt becauſe I expect not credence upon my 
bare word, thou haſt here a narrative of my carriage in that con- 
ference from the worthy Maiur of this City, and ſome 7 uſtices of 
the peace who nrg then preſeuts which alſo (if it were neeafull ) 


Waadt ge Fee a were, 4 teſtimony in 4 
matter of fact beyond exception. N Jes 


We whoſe names are ſubſcribed, were preſentat the cops 
- ference between Mr. Eyre, and Mr. Wocalyidge bad in 
+. Thomas Church in.Sarum about April laſt. And being 
defired to ſpeak our knowledge concerning the de- 
portment of Mr. Eyre in that exerciſe. We do certi- 
fie, that his carriage was grave, his ſpeech, ſober and 
exate, beſecming both a Chriſtian and a Miniſter; 

that (as farre aswe could perceive) he gave no man- 


e FaYyGreaucn in word or geſture ; neither did 
he _ Mr, Woodbridge from ſpeaking his whole 
mind in anſwer to any argument that was urged againſt 
him, who might have ſpoken more if that he had liſted. 
In witneſſe whereof we have ſet to our hands this 26, 


day of Aug. 1652. 


Thomas Oviat, Walter South. willian Ladbw. 
Major of Sarum. Nicholas Green. Rob. Pelham 


And as for the cenſures and ſarcaſmes he is pleaſed to beſtow 
upon me, I cannot ſee, but that his ſtyle would have been as ſmooth 
and his arguments as ſtrong bad he left. them out, ſure I am a= 
wong [t wiſe men, it will neither commend his cauſe, nor his skill, 
that he hath betalen himſelfe to ſuch uncivill weapons. 

I am not aſhamed to have my name {cen io that opinion which 
Pbis author oppoſeth, provided 1 my ſelfe may be allowed to * 
196 


Pd wt it i "taſte; matter ro | 
Ta, ines 1 
Hellint and anſwers. T at 
fithyeſſe e me litt hae to 
1 ot late, perth (rhraxgh 


ng) 5 

1 than 

verſary; and with as much 

fineſſe will give me leave. p K 

T hou maiſt remember what Salomon nll * prov. 18. 1 

He chat is firſt in his own cauſe, ſeemerh Juſt, but his nei oh. 
van ſecius dour cometh and ſearcheth him *, and therefore ſpend: — 
Ack eum. judgement concerning 2 * of this f 
Chad, | A 7 


Sarum Cloſes © | . 
. Thy ſervant in 

| rhe common Path 
W. Eras, 


we, 
rr 


A Sermon Preached at the Als 


ſizes holden in the City of Sarum, on 
Saterday the one and thirtieth day of 
11. 


Ps AL. 45. 6. 


T hy throne (O God) ts for ever and ever, the Scepter of thy king- 
dome, us right Sceprer, * Or, a Scepter of righteouſneſs. * Hebr. 


s a Maxime amongſt the maſters of morality, 
GO $37 
AER that men are fooper drawn unto virtue by ex- 2 
| amples , than they are by precepts * ; and we Iter ai unu- 
find that this way of perſwading hath as great!“ veg 
approbation in the ſacred pages as in other authors. I ere ße. 3 
is no duty of godlineſſe which belongs either to a Chriſti- Seguin irri- 
an's converſation in generall, or to thoſe particular cal- tant animos di- 
lings wherein God hath placed us, but (to incite and Mi«per awer. 
uicken us thereunto) many precious examples are ſet be- 
ore us, or to uſe the Apoftles words, We ave compaſſed a- feceris Tupitey 
bout with a cloud of. wit neſſes b. quem 
Now this is peculiar to the oracles of God, to afford cut Plaus, vel 
men ſuch coppies as have no defects, as the example of Py ay 
God e and of Chriſt,of whom it is ſaid,that He did all things i. 'S — 
well, Mar. 7. 37. ; | Heb. 2. 1. 
d indeed the moſt perfect and exacteſt examples, © Epheſ 3. 1. 
ſhould be propoſed to Learners, for though they are with — * _ 
moſt difficulty attained to, yet they are ſaleſt to be follow- rs 6.26 
ed; mens imitations, like the concluſion of a fyllogiſme ** 
will be ſure to follow the worſer part, and though in good 
B actions 


actions the tranſcript comes ſhort, yet in thoſe that are 
evill, moſt times it exceeds the pattern; as the //raclires are 
ſaid to have dene worſe than their Fathers, fer. 7.26. c. 16.12. 
The coppies of the beſt men have their opzapara ; In the 
lives of the Saintes wx meet with a great many crooked and 
miſhapen characters, inſtances are needles, where there is 
not one exception; and therefore the great Apoſtte would- 
not challenge from the Churches an abſolute imitation, 
but onely ſo farre as he himſelfe did walk in the ſteps of 
» Chriſt, Be ye followers of me, even as 1 alſo am of Chriſt. 
I Cor, 11. 1. 3 N | 
4 Tnſcriptis ſa In this coppy there is nulla litura d, no blot or blurre to 
—— be eſpied; he never did any thing amiſſe, e Luke 23. 41. 
Proverb. u, . We read of our Saviour, Matth 7.29. that He taught 
Druſ. the people as one having authority, and not as the Scribes. I is 
* x Pet. 1-19. noted of the Scribes and Phariſees , that they ſaid but did 
Heb. 7.26. or, Matth. 23. 2. they taught the truth, which they did 
x Pet-2:22,23 not practiſe; Now this derived no ſmall authority to our 
2 Cor. 5. 21. | ; : i hs 
Heb. 4. 15. Saviours doctrine, that all his Sermons were legible in his 
Ich. 8. 46, life, and his hearers might ſee them repeated in his conver- 
ſation; his manner of teaching was not like other mens, 
you muſt do this, or you muſt do that; hut Learn of me, &c. 
Matth. 11. 29. and I have given you an example that you. 
Like Czfars ſhould doas 1 have done, Ph. 13. 1. f "aro © | 
| to His life was a univerſall example of true holineſſe and 
may ſerve us as a glaſſe, not onely in thoſe duties which do 
concerne us as Chriſtians, in which reſpect we are exhort- 
ed, to lool unto te ſus, Heb, 12. 2. to have the ſame mind which 
was in ¶ Vriſt peſus, Phil. 2. 5. to follow his ſtepps. I Pet. 2. 
21. to walke even a4 he hath walked, 1 Joh. 2. 6. In a word 
to be holy in all manner of converſation, as. he which hath called 
1 is holy, I Pet. I. 15. But in all aur particular callings, 
in our 1. Occonomicalls 2. Politicall. And 3. Eccle- 
ſiaſticall relations. | . 
. Husbands are ſent to him to learn their duty; Ha- 
buaudi love your wives, even as Chriſt loved the Church, Eph. 
J. 25. Children may learn obedience, for he was ſubject 
te his Parents, Tol 2. 51. Servants may learn ou” 
5 . | | ' ne e, ; 


— — . 
\ 


C9, - 4g 
neſſe for he was faithfull to him that appointed him, &. Heb. 3. 2. 

2. Miniſters may learn of him too, howtender and com- * 
paſſionate they ought to be to the ſoules of their people, * 
how diligent and indefatigable in the work of teaching 8, 1 
how exemplary to their flocks, in word, in converſation, in : Mar, g' 35, _ 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, and in purity. 1 Tim. 4. 12. 36. 2 

3. Magiſtrates and rulers may here learn their duty, for Luk. 13. 22. 

he hath given them an example alſd, that as he in his king- 
dome, ſo they in theirs ſhould rule in judgement and equity, 
and that their ſcepters ſhould be like to his, ſcepters of rig h- 
reowſneſſe. And verily they would learn of him, and man- 
nage their power after his example, if they knew the things 
which belong to their peace, for tis wghreonſneſs that exalts a 
vation Pro. 13. 34. By rightecupſut ſſe is the thron eſtabliſhed. Pro. 
25. 5. and By aliug in righteouſneſſe ſhall their peace and 
tranquility be lengthened forth. Dan: 4. 27. From henct it 
comesto paſlethat Chriſts kingdome is an everlaſting king- 
dome, that tis not ſubject to ſuch mutations and viciſſitudes 
as the kingdomes of the world are. His throne is for e- 
ver, and ever, becauſe rhe ſcepter of his Kingdome ts a ſcep- 
ter of Rightcouſneſſe. 

Providence having called me unexpectedly h to be your * The Skeriffe 
Remembrancer, I caſt with my ſelfe for ſome ſuch word, as came to me on 
Solomon compares to apples of gold in pictures of ſilver, Pro. (Oy ; 
25. 11. having learned from Cyprian, Plus proficitur cum in me he was dif 
rem præſentem venitur, that words in ſeaſon are moſt profi- appointed of a 
table i. Theſe words that I have read did firſt offer them: Miniſter to 
ſelves unto my thoughts, which I dare ſay are as ſuitable to — — 
theſe times, and to this aſſembly, as any other throughout neſtly defired, 
the Bible. mee to under 

Rigntecuſneſſe was never more needfull to be preſſed, take . 
than in the times we live in, when the cries ofunrighteouſ- 'Eccl. 13. 10. 
neſſe throughout the nation are ſo loud and many, and the 
rather, becauſe the neglect of it at this time doth caſt ſuch 
an odious blemiſh upon Religion, and the work of refor- 
mation that hath been endeavoured. Sure I am they that 
are willing to do their duty (as! believe you are) will not 
be unwilling to heare of it, and to be excited and quickned 

B 2 there- 


(4 


 -  -thereunto. For my own part I know no argument ſo pow- 
©  erfull to provoke menunto civill righteouſneſſe as the righ- 
teouſneſle of the Goſpell which we are ſent to preach, nor 
any pattern ſo deſerving the imitation of Rulers , as the 
. righteous adminiſtrations of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 dare ſay, 
were his kingdome better known in the world, did his 
Scepter rule in che hearts of men, the names of oppreſſion 
and unrighteouſneſſe would not be heard of, 

The ſpreading and ſetting forth of this righteouſneſſe 
will be found the moſt effectuall reformer of States and 
Kingdomes. There is but little hope to ſee righteous go- 
vernments here on earth, or that Magna imperia will be 
any other than Magna latrocinia, untill the kingdomes of men 
do become the kingdome of the Lord k, and the Rulers of the 
world do ſtoop their necks unto his Scepter. Did men but 
ſee the luſter and glory of Chriſts kingdome, the riches and 
treaſurs of his righteouſneſs, it would quite darken the glo- 
ry of the world, and turn away their eyes from beholding 

Pl. 119. 37. vanity l. It would raiſe up their hearts to the higheſt deſigns 
bot for God and the publick good. In a word, it would 
make them much more zealous and fruitfull in all duties of 
mercy and righteouſneſle towards nien; But 1 fear that I 
have held you too long in the porch or entrance. 


The argument of this Pſalm is wrapt up in the Title, the 

Pſalmiſt calls it FV a ſong of loves or a marriage 

ſong, twas com- poſed on purpoſe to celebrate 

the nuptialls of Chriſt and his Church, for though in the 

pe and figure it doth point to Salemar, to congratulate 

his marriage with Pharaoh daughter, yet doubtleſſe the 

pen man. at leaſt the Holy. Gheſt, (who guided his hand) 

8 had a higher reach, vi. to ſhadow forth the myſterious 

» Vide Revit.ynion of Chriſt with Saints n. For beſides the authority 
arg. in Fal. of the Apoſtle, who applies ſome parts of the Pſalm unto 
Tok. 4.32. Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. 1. 8, 9. there are many particulars 
which cannot properly be meant of any other ; to look no 

farther than this verſe, how can Sa/omons Throne be ſaid to 

continue for ever, who raigned in all but forty yeares, 


2 (en. 


- 


— I) 
2 Chron. 9g 30? Or how ſhall his Scepter be called aScepte 
of righteouſneſſe, who prieved his Subjects with ſuch de. 
vy burthens, 2 Chron. 10, 4 Neither can it be ſaid of So- 
lomon, that He loved righteonſneſſe, and hated iniquity, who 
fell into ſuch horrible ſinnes as we find he did. - 4 

And as forthe next clauſe T hy God hath annointedthee with 8 
the cyle if gladneſſe abe ve thy fellowes , it cannot poſſibly be | 
applyed to any other, but unto him whe received the Spirit 
without meaſure, Joh. 3. 34. ; | 

And therefore ſome good Divines a have thought , that * Bez.in Heb. 
this Pſalm doth not relate to Solemon at all, no not ſo much 1. 8. 
as a type of Chriſt. Nay, ſome of the Rabines o have ac- * Vide Rives. 
knowledged, that the Me ab, and not Scl:mon,is the prin- ut ſup-& Eſti> * 
cipail .ſubje& of this Pſalm , and therefore we will take it * nan 
for granted, that this Epithalamium doth belong unto 
Chriſt, that it ſets forth that ſpirituall myſticall marriage 
between him and his Church. 

The whole Pfalm is beſtewed in deſcribing the glory 
and perfections both of the Bridegroom and the Bride. 

The Bridegroom is commended ; firſt,for his Tranſcen- 1. 
dent beauty, Thou art fairer, &c. the ſame word is doub- ” Tis obſerva- 
led inthe Hebrew, thou art fair, thou art fair (. d.) thou oy — acne 
art infinitely fairer than the ſonnes of men, I am even ra- j;q. Ce 
viſh'd with thy beauty, tis not meant of the externall cor- yery reecife 
porall feature (which the Scripture no where mentions? ) ſetting down 
but of that beauty which is internall and ſpirituall, his per- 9thcr circum- 
fect mediatoriall rigbteouſneſſe, that communicative beauty — — 
which he puts on his Spouſe, ain which reſpect ( faies ve nom all 7 
Luther) Dnus pilus , una guttula Chriſts eſt purior ſole, one —— his 
hair, one drop of Chriſt excels the Sun. complexion, » 
| Secondly, For his gracious ſoul-raviſhing doctrine — 
(Grace is poured into thy lipt) in Cant. 5. 13. Hi lips are 1; end, * 
compared to Lillies dropping ſweet ſmelling Myrrh, the lips no picture or 
are uſually put for ſpeec A. doctrine; this clauſe hints to ſtatue might | 


us the great difference between the Law and the Goſpel, bear vin 


the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the doctrine of Moſes, the Law 
came by Moſes, but Grace and truth by peſis Chriſt, Joh. 1.17. 3. c. 4.5.3. 
From Moſes lips there drops nothing but Galſ and wo 4 Rzck. 16. 1% 
WOOd; % 4 
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F :PC,119.103. Goſpel to them that doe believe cannot be expreſſed in 
lob. 23. 12, x words. 
II. 25.6 
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| wood but out of Chriſts lips proceed words ſweeter than 


. thy Scepter doe plainly intimate, that Chriſt is a King, or 5 


it hath not that pomp and bravery that the Kingdomes of 


r 8 « £5 
« ME Sc. at 3 
» * bo — 
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the Honey, or the Honey · comb; the people wondred ( faies 
the tent) at the gratious words which proceeded out of his 
month, Lke 4. 22. the comfort and ſweetneſſe of the 


Thirdly , For his invincible fortitude and power in con- 

quering and ſubduing his enemies, 3, 4, and 5. verſes, all 
his weapons proſper which he formes againſt them, like 
the Swords of Saul and fonathax, which returned not emp- 
ty, 2 Sam. I. 22. 
A fourth branch of his deſcription is here in the ſixth 
verſe, where he comes to ſet forth the glory and Excellency 
of Chriſts Kigggdome , how wonderfully it excels the king- 
domes of men : where we have to conſider : 

Firſt, The ,Office or dignity that is aſcrib'd unto him, 
Thy Throne O God, &c. A Throne ſ and a Scepter are 
ſufficiently known, to be ornamenta regia, the badges and 
appendices of regall dignity : Both*in ſacred and other 
Authors, a Crown, Throne, and Scepter are uſuall metoni- 
mies for Kingly power. So then theſe words, thy Throne and 


that he hath a Kingdome. He is not onely Prieſt and Pro- 
phet, but Lord and King, ſo the Apoſtle, A. 2. 36. God 
hath made this Jeſus both Lord and Chriſt, and Phil. 2. 9. 
God hath highly exalted him &c. There is a twofold 
Kingdome that Chriſt hath right to, the one is his 1. 
Regnum naturale, his naturall Kingdome, which belongs 
to him as God equall with the Father ; the other is his 2. 
Regnum acquiſitum, his _—_— Kingdome, which be- 
longs to him as God-man and Mediator, whereof he him- 
ſelf ſpeakes, 70h. 18.36. My Kingdom is not of this world; 
He doth not ſay , my Kingdome is not in this world; but 
that it is not of this world (i. e.) it is not a worldly King- 
dome, or adminiſtred in the manner of other Kingdomes, 


the world have: of this Kingdome are the words of the 
Pſalmiſt to be underſtood. 


Secondly, 


(7) 


Secondly, The nature and quality of this Kingdome, 25 
which is deſcribed to us by two properties which belong 
peculiarly thereunto; 1. Peypetwity » And 2. Righte- 
ouſne ſſe. | 

The firſt is the Perpetuity thereof, his Throne is for ever 1. 
and ever: The ewes, who apply this text onely to Solomon, 
will have the words «451 do ſignifie no more than (a 
great while or a longer ſpace) as the time of 
Solomons raign , which was forty yeares ; Indeed the word 
=p when it is put alone is uſed Periodically , ſometimes 

for ſuch an age or Period of time, as that ſpace from 
the Creatihn to the Law, and from the Law to the coming 
of the Meſſiah, thus the Leviticall Prieſthood is ſaid to be 
a ſtatute fur ever, Exod, 28. 43. (i. e.) till the coming of 
Chriſt, for then it vaniſhed: ſometimes but forthe time of a 
mans lite, Deut. 15. 17. 

But when W or M is added, when theſe ſynonimaes are 
put together the ſignification is hugely f extended, In immer ſun 
they note either abſolute eternity, which belongs onely to 2% Tons 
God who hath neither beginning nor ending, P/a/. 10. 16. — 
or ſuch a duration as runnes parallel with time, which ſwal- 
lowes up all other Perisds and changes in the world, and 
hath no other age that ſhall ſucceed it. 

Now when everlaſtingneſſe is aſcribed unto Chriſts 
Kingdome, as here and in other places, * it muſt beunder- Ja.. 7- 
ſtood in the latter ſence ;* Tis not abſolutely eternall, with, . 14. 
out beginning or end, for the Scripture witneſſeth it ſhall Mich. 4. 7; 
have both: In Dan. 2. 44. is ſaid to be exected or let up Luke x. 33. 
in the dayes of thoſe Kings (i. e.) during the Roman Mo- Rev. 11. 15 
narchy; It is true, he was King as ſoon as Prieſt or Pro- 
phet, be executed all the offices of his Mediatorſhip from 
the very beginning, though not ſo conſpicuouſly and 
powerfully as after his reſurrection. And 1 Cor. 15, 24. 
we read, that at the end of all things, Chriſt ſhall deliver up the 
K ingdome into the hands of God, even the Father, there ſhall 
be no longer any need of this Mediatory Government, 
when the elect are all called, and all enemies ſubdued ; 


when ſinne ſhall be quite aboliſhed, not onely in reſpe& of 
none . 


(8) 
nowimputation, but of in-being , then I ſay there will be- 
no need of a Mediator , but God fhall be all inall; the 
Faints ſhall have immediate acceſſe to God, and God will 
communicate himſelf immediately unto them. 

His Throne is ſaid to be forever and ever, onely in a qua- 
lified ſence, it ſhall continue as long as the world laſts, till 
all Kingdomes and Scepters are ceſign'd into the hands of 
God. Chriſt ſhall raign in the midſt of his enemies, his 
Kingdome ſhall remain impregnable , notwithſtanding all 
the attempts and oppoſitions that are made againſt it, 
Pſal. 2.6. 89. 36, 37. 

The ſecond property which is here aſcribed unto Chriſts 
Kingdome is Righteonſneſſe and Equity, The Scepter of thy 
Kingdome is a right Scepter: a right or a ftrait Scepter 
notes an upright and righteous Government. This braneh 
of the text reſpets the manner of his Government, and 
this I had chiefly in my eye when I pitched upon this 
Scripture ; Now here theſe two poirits are obvious to be 
obſerved. | 


The firſt we ſhall gain from the property it ſelfe , That 
all the adminiſtrations of Chriſts K ingdome are juſt and righte= 
eus, his Scepter is a right Scepter. 3 

The ſecond, from the confinement and reſtriction of 
this Property to him alone, R E e 15 proper and pecu- 


liar unto the Kingdome of Feſus Chriſt. This word (Thy) is 
not onely incluſive put excluſive, it excludes all other 
-Kingdomes and GeNernments inthe world from ſharing 
e cnerategus; in this honour, The Scepters of other Kings n are but 
I grams fat crooked Sceptrs bended to mens wills, luſts, and politick 
Lal & bene geſignes; the beſt Governments here on earth are guilty 
——_— 4. of much injuſtice. and oppreſſion. Tis the Prerogative of 
vitis, Chrifts Kingdom alone, to be « habitation of Righteouſneſſe*; 

- mixteſuntt7- If the time permit we will ſpeak to both. 


eee e Luth. enar. in Pſal. 
47. FR . 31. 21. 


The 
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be firſt Polit we Malk offer to your ütebtlb g is, 


T hat all the allmtniftrationPof Chrifts Kingdome are juft The fo 


| and righteous. 


The Lord, eſus is 4 4; rr King; In his Kingdome 
there is no unrigliteouſneſſe, no reſpect of perfons, no per- 
vetting of judgement, the poor are not oppreſſed, nor the 
wicked juſtified. That mazime of our late kinp-flatterers 
holds true in Chriſt, Thi King can dle no wrong unte his 
Subjects. 5 3 | 

He is the true Melebi cedi lx, or King of Righttowſneſſe;the 
Prophets who ſpake aforetimes of his Kingdome, doe place 
the glory of it in his righteous dealings. Behold a on 


ſhall raign in hy og e, Fc. Iſai. 32. 1. With riphteouſ- 


neſſe ſhall hej | 
Righteonfne ſe ſhall be the giriile of his leines ; ſee Jerem. 23. 5. 
PIAL 89, 14. 96 10. Ihe Saints that have lived under his 
Scepter doe with one conſent bear witneſſe to this truth, 
Rev. 15. 3. 16. 7, the Spouſe, Cant. 5. 11. deſcribes him 
with x head of geld, the headſhip and government of Chriſt 
bay no ſuch prophane mixtures as are in other king- 
omes. | 7 | os 6 
The righteouſneſſe of Chriſts Kingdome might be de- 
monſtrated many wayes. n 


* 


age the por, &c. Iſai. 11, 4. and verſe the 5. 


As firſt, From the perpetuity and continhante thereof, 
his Kingdome could not be for ever were it not admini- 
ſtred with righteouſneſſe; Injuſtice is the bane and ruines 
of kingdomes, Tyranny and Gppreſũidn is never long liv d, 
as Athanaſins ſpake of Fuliam, Nubecula tft & tito tranſbit: 
Chriſts Throne would not be for ever, were not his Scepter 


a righteous Scepter. Fre 5 

Secondly, From the purity of bis nature; men 2 
righteous, becauſe theit natures ate korrupt And ſinft 
their hearts are fn [Shel | vith 
pride, ambition, covetouſneſſe, Ec. which doe Ren 
tempt them to unrightedus dea li 8835 15 this King 
there is av fuch cor ru e 8 ture incline⸗ Rim to 


deal 


d ift wiede J. an with , Rom, 3.95. 


Dock. 


Heb. 7. 2. 


* % 3 
1. 


2. 
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oc, deal upright ; he loveth righteouſneſſe, and hateth ini- 
nity.; The word 27K implies ſtrong: and vehement de- 
3 his heart i is naturally and unalterably ſet up- 
on it. 
Thirdly, From his abſoluteneſſe and independency, he 
is. net ſubject to any of thoſe temptations which doe pre- 
vail with men, he hath no ſuperiour, whoſe diſpleaſure he 
needs to fear, there is no gain or advantage that he can 
hope for by dealing unrighteouſly: In a word, injuſtice is 
the effe& of impotency, it woul derogate from his power 
and almightineſs, to dealunjuſtly. 

The righteouſneſſe of Chriſts Scepter will be much more 
confpicuous, when we ſhall have conſidered his proceed- 
ings, both 1: with his ſubjects. And 2. With his enemies, for 
towards each he is righteous in all his wayes, and holy in all bis 
works, Plal. 145; 17. 

Bis righteous e in reference to the Saints 
will appear by conſidering; Firſt; what he hath done for 
them. Secondly, what he works inthem: And thirdly, how 
be carries bimſa If towards them. 

As for the firſt, ſuch-was his zeal for righteouſneſſe, that 
to make them righteous be was content himſelf to be made 
A inner; ſo the Apoſtle , He was made fon for ws , that we 
, might be made the rightrowſnelſe of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. 
Sap in e ga? He was made a curſe for u, to redeem 

of the Law , Gal. 3. 13. ſee c 4. v. 4, 5. 

That Gods Ed. Law might receive no dammage, he 
' mould kt, ſarrty , take their ſinnes upon bim- 
fell, and be oil wp up a ſacrifice c to ſatisfie offended 

e in their behalf, whereby of ſinners they are made 
ightrows, N Ee ee as Chriſt the righteous 
Now t 1 Lord open all our eyes, to ſee 


op rt; glorious — — of this priviledge. The 


full 


ey Gator an) Joarhes Ne has comb, Prov. 
27.7. they 
22 


eee ſinne, vor the 

Cience, cannot prie it, they ſee 

A0 thi this ri eu but to the true believer 
13 in rabies, or: Prov. 3. 14, 15, he can- 
| nE 
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not but cry ont with the Pſalmiſt, Bleſſed are they whoſe 
iniquities are forgiven, and to whom the Lord imputes no 
ſin, Pſal. 32. 1, 2. I could willingly ſpend the reſidue of 
our time in this argument: we will give you but a glimpſe 
of it in two or three particulars. 

Firſt, The ſoul that hath this righteouſneſſe put upon 
him by Gods gratious imputation, hath all his ſinnes co- 
vered and hidden from the ſight of God, the eye of divine 
Juſtice ſees not the leaſt ſpot 4 of ſin or iniquity in thoſe 
that are clethed with it, the Saints through his death are 
preſented holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in his ſight, 
Coliſſ. 1. 22. here every word is emphaticall, he hath made 
them ( ſaies he ( 1. &yiovg without any defilement. 2. 


© Ephel.5. 27, 


auuuoug © ſuch as the moſt ſevere and curious eye can find · Meni me- 
no fault in them. 3. dy8yuroug f free from all ſuites and bus won eb, 


moleſtations about their ſinne, no action or accuſation 
can be commenced againſt them, and all this is 4. x«are- 
r&710y dorod before, or in the ſight, not of men, but of God, 
God, whoſe judgement is according to truth, can find no 
cauſe to —.— againſt them; according to that of the 
Prophet, The iniquity of Iſrael ſhall br ſought for, and there 
all be none, Jer. 50.20. 

Secondly, The ſoul that hath this rigbteouſneſſeis freed 
and diſcharged from all the conſequences of ſin , from all 
thoſe evils and penalties which his ſin deſerves. There 16 
no condemnation ( ſaies the Apoſtle ) neither temporall nor 
eternall puniſhment to them that are in ¶ hriſt, that are clo- 
thed and arraied with his righteouſneſſe, Rom. 8. 1. this 
followes neceſſarily from the former propoſition, for all 
know, that if the body departs, the ſhadow that attends the 
body removes alſo; ifthe debt be diſcharged, the priſon 
is diſcharged ; fo if ſin be done away; the conſequents of 
ſin muſt ceaſe; I am ſure tis Proteſtant divinity , Remiſſa 
culpa, remittitur peccatum ; and 7uſtificatio tollit omnia pœna- 
lia. Though many things which were originally the con- 
ſequents of ſin doe befall the faithfull no leſſe than others, 
as ſickneſſe, pain, death, &c. yet as unto them their nature 


is quite changed and altered, of diſeaſes there are made 
C 2 medi- 
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medicines, of epanies friends, of things borxſpllchey be 


aer Third, 510 eie, but po- 
Hebr, 12. 10. ſitive, as are uncloath'd and. ript of their;own filthy 
eich 3. 4. garmentsk, o they are cloath d upon with, the immacy- 
use robe of Chriſte righteouſnelle a righteouſneſle ade- 
1 quate, N Lax of Cod; by the obe. 
=. dience of one.( ſaies the Apoſtle , Roy. 5-19.) many are 
| 2 made righteous, ( 5. e.) perfectly and compleatly righte- 
ous, more than if they had kept the Law in their own per- 
ſons; hereby we come to, have bofdneſſe and confidence 
in the ſight of God, his infinite pgrity and bolineſſe doth 
not daunt or diſcourage us WIS: g to him; for as 
Chriſt is before him, ſo are all they that doe believe.in him, 
| 2 that righteouſneſſe of his that is put upon them, ſee 

Bp, 3. 12. Rom. 5 127. | 

- RY, 1 Fr abiding everlaſting righteouſneſle, 
Heb. 9.12. Dan.9.24. It ſha neyer be taken from them 
that are clothed with it. It is a certain truth, peccata my 
redkunt, ſubſequent ſinnes and falls doe not nullifie and 
evacuate former grants and pardons, they: that are once 
juſtified can never be unjuſtified; there ſhall never enter 
ſo much as one hard thought into the heart of God againſt 
them, either utterly to caſt them off, or to take reyenge of 
their renewed falls. But! fear to treſpaſſe upon your pa- 
tience. | 


2. Secondly, The righteouſneſſe of Chriſt's Scepter is ma- 
nifeſ from the righreouſneſſe which he works within them; 
3 Tis Scepty ns cum undctione, ſuch a Scepter as hath an hea- 
. 1 Joh, 2. 20, venly anndyntin 1 accompanying it, which parifieth-their | 
Fi SF hearts, e rheix earthly members, ſanctifieth them 
throughout, who are brought under the power of it. This 
4 Tbeſ. 5.23. Kiog will have bis Subjects to be like himſelf, he trans- 
2 Ber, 3. 15, formes. and changeth into his own image; The grace he 
. ig. bath giyen tham teacheth them to deny ungodlineſſe and 
z worldly luſts, Sc. Tit. 2. 11, 12, where it workes not theſe 
xp. Lob. v. fruits we may 7 gonrlade, it is neither known x nor 
delieved; They. ther have nut rhe; Spirit of Chriſt, in ſome 


good 


* 
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good meaſure, to fanctifle them both in ſoul and body 4 
they are noneof by l, they, are not yet his ſubjects, thouply!Ram.b, 5 
they are profeſſors, they are not believers, their ſeeming = 
religion is but a meer form of godlineſſe, liketheirs, Aas. W 
7.22, 23. Tis as poſſible to ſeparate light from the ſun a. 
and heat from the fire, as an endeavour” after holineſſe | 
from true faith; Every man (ſaith Saint ohn) that hath 
this hope purifieth himſelſe, even at he ts pure: 1 Epiſt. 3. 3. 
though this work of ſanctification be not perfect in any 
here in this life, yet whereſoever it is in truth, it ſtill growes 
and increaſeth, even as the light which ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. Pro. 4. 18. ſee ob. 17. 9. Pfal. 
84. 7. Pſal. 2. 12. | 

Thirdly, the righteouſneſſe of Chriſts Scepter is ſeen in 3 
all his dealings, and carriage towards them; be hath all the 
properties of a gracious King; they did never meet in the 

moſt admired Prince, as they do in him. 
FTirſt, He imployes all his power and authority for the 1 
weale and benefit of his ſubjects: Herein lies the princi- 
pall difference between righteous and unrigbtedus Rulers ; 
Tyrants have no other end but themſelves, the carrying on 
o 


: l os Sy 
3 3 


their ambitious: projects and deſignes, the raiſing of 
themſelves and families, though it be to the utter ruine and 
deſtruction of their people; whereas a righteous king con- 
ſiders, that Kings are for their Kingdomes, and not King- 
domes for the luſts of Kings. Rulers were not ordained of 
God ſo. much for their own ſakes to domineer at their plea- 
ſure, as for their people. The Magiſtrate (ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle) «the Miniſter of God to thee for good n; not for his own Nom. 13. % 
aine and advantage, but for the good and wellfare of | 
thoſe that are under him. The light of nature doth reach 
men this, that the good of the people was the end of go- 
vernment®, and ought chiefly to be minded by all that do * © H 4 
bear rule, and the Emperour Adrias that he might not for- it am 
get it, gave it for his motto or inſcription, Now mihi ſed po- — — 1 
p, I am not for my ſelfe, but for my people: Such a fi, in EN 
King is the Lord Jeſus, He i head 9wrr all things for hir ad Ak 
Church, Epbeſ. 1. 22. in all his actions and 2 


Phil. 4. 18. 


* . ſ. 2. 


(14) 
he intends their good, he never rejoyced in any thing bur 
what did make for their advantage, Lak, 10. 21. Foh. 11, 
15, 17, 19. Twas for their ſakes that he entred into his glory. 
eh. 16. 7. 142. In all his diſpenſation tis his chiefe de- 
ſign, he neither doth, nor will ſuffer ought to be done unto 
them, but for their good and profit, Rom. 8. 28. Heb. 12. 
10. He orders every wind to fill their ſailes, their very croſ- 
ſes and afflictions to further their eternall wellfare. 
Secondly, he proportions their ſtrength unto their ſer- 
vices, inables them to performe whatſoever he commands 
to be done, he will neither ſuffer them to be tempted, nor 


Cor. 10. I; yet to be imployed beyond their power o. This is another 


2 Cor. 12. 9. Character of a righteous King, not to load or weary out 
Cor. 15.10 


his ſubjects with heavy burthens, like Pharaoh, who doubl- 
ed the bricks, but would allow no ſtraw; I have read of 


d cas that he was very ſparing to lay taxes and tributes on 


is people, accounting the hearts of his ſubjects his great- 
eſt treaſure. This property is eminent in this King of Saints, 
his yoke is eaſie, and his burthen light, Matth. 11. 30. 
I fob. 5. 3. Lam. 3. 33. | 
Thirdly, he is alwaies ready to help and ſucceur ſuch as 
are diſtreſſed. Tis an inſeparable virtue from a righteous 
Prince, to relieve the oppreſſed, and by his power to help 
them to right, who have not power to right themſelves. 
Hoc reges habent magnificum & ingens, &c. prodeſſe miſeris, 


"> Sen. in Med. er ſupplices ſido lare protegere v, &c. Herein doth the royal- 


of great men and rulers chiefly. conſiſt , and for which 
title of Gods is beſtowed upon them, thatthey are able 

to do good, and to ſuccour the afflicted more than others. 
7ob demonſtrates his righteouſneſſe principally by his care 
of the poor, I put on righteouſneſſe and it cloathed me, my 
judgement was 4s 4 robe and a diadem, Fob, 29. 44. But how 
doth it appear? I was (ſaies he) eyes to the blind, feet to the 
lame, a father to the poore, &c. verſ. 15. 16. This Jewell was 
never ſo orient in any ones Scepter as it is in Chriſts. You 


know what are his titles 4 of honour, a Father of the fa- 


.therlefle, a Judge of the widowes, a helper unto him that 
hath no helper. He may be truely called ( as * 


(15) 


fifth of Scotland was) the poor mans King, Though he i- 
babiteth eternity, yet he looks upon him that is poor, and of a con- 
trite ſpirit, Iſai. 66. 2. His boſome is an Alum or ſanctu- 
ary to thdſe that have no argument but poverty and miſery 
to uſe unto him, he deſpiſeth not the prayer of the deſti- 

tute, P/al. 102. 17. See Pſal. 34. 6. The Lord i nigb un- 
to all that call upon him, & c. Pſal. 145. 18, 19. His doores 

(like the Tribunes of Rome) are never ſhut, at all times 

and in all places r his eares are open unto their cry. 1 Tim. 2. $ 

Fourthly he takes notice of all the faithfull ſervices that 4 | 
are performed by hispeople. He isnor like the great men 

of the world, who when their turne is ſerved, ſeek to ſhake 

off them that have been faithfull to them. Indeed good 

Kings will not; Ahaſnerus had his Chronicle to record the 

loyaly of his faithfull ſubjects, Eſter, 1. 2. David re- 

members the kindneſſe of Ponathan in his low eſtate, and 
rewards it in his ſeed. 2 Sam. 9. 1. So this King of Saints 

hath his book of remembrances for all the gracious words 

of his people. Nay, for their very thoughts, Malac. 3. 16. 

He remembers every cup of cold water that hath been given for 1 
his names ſake, God ( ſaith the Apoſtle) i not unrighteous to Mat. 10.42: 
forget your work, and labour of love, & c. though perhaps they Heb.6. 10. 
"themſelves bad forgotten it, (as they that are mentioned, Mat. 25.37 

Lord when ſaw we thee, &c. yetChrift will not forget it. | 

Fifthly and laſtly, He keeps his word and fulfils all his 5 
promiſes to his people. This is a principall part of righ- 
teouſneſſe. Fides eſt fundamentum juftitie : Jult and faithful, 

are ſynonima's in Scripture. 1 Job. 1. 9. and the ſame word 
is rendered, truth and righteouſneſſe, to ſhew, that theſe 
virtues are inſeparable, and that he is not righteous, who 
is not true & faithful in keeping promiſe: Hexein alſo doth 
the righteouſnes of Chriſt ſhew it felf, in his keeping promiſe 
& covenãt with them that truſt in him, his word ſtandeth faſt 
like the rocks & mountains which cannot be removed ſ, they al. 54; 9, 
ſhall never be aſhamed that build upon it. He is not like 10. 49-23-.} MW 
unto other kings that deale by their Oathes and Proteſta- - 7 
tions, as Sampfon with the Cords and Withes that bound BO 
him, who brake them in pieces like a thread of towe i, there Judg. . 
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(36) 
is nd hold to be taken in them, they verifle that of the 
'Palmiſt..?/4/-62. g. Aan of big b degree ave 4 But now 
this king, though he can do all things, yet (faith the Apo- 


ſtle) Hecannet lie, nor deceive. Tit. 1. 2. Heb. 6.918. Of all 


that he hath promiſed to his fervants , there ſhall not ſo 


M. 5. 18. much as a tittle faiſe them. Heis a God of Ju cement 


(faith the prophet) 7ſt to keep a fulfill his promiſe , and 
therefore. bleſled are all they that wait for him, 1/a.30.18, 
And thus much be ſpoken of the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt in 
reference to the Saints. | 

it remaines that we ſhould alſo ſhew you his righteous 

ings againſt his enemies, of which I, can but 
ſpeak à word, leaſt ] ſhould either 3 my ſelfe in the 
Uſe, or be injurious to your publick affaires. 

The Scepter wherewith he rules over wicked men, is 
quite of another nature; the former indeed was 22 
Scepter, compoſed all of grace, mercy, gentleneſſe; but 
this is a rod of iron, wherewith he breaks and daſheth 
them in pieces as a Potters veſſell, Fſal. 2. 9. yet is this 
alſo a right and a ſtreight Scepter, all his judgements are 
juſt and equall which he inflicts upon them, Rev. 15. 3. 
16. 5. 6. 7. He proceeds againſt wicked men by another 
rule, than that with which he governes the Saints, ſci. the 
Covenant of nature, or the la of works, bis righteouſ- 


neſſe towards them is purely diſtributive, he rewards them 


according to their own works and deſervings, according 
te che number, nature and degrees of their finnes x. 1 He 


Nom. 2. 11. hath uo reſpect unto perſons y, to ſpare men either for their 


parts, greatneſſe or externall priviledges, but (ſaith the A- 
poſtle) ts every foul that doth evill will he render tribulation, 
wrath and anguiſh , Rem. 2.9, 2. Againe none of their 
wicked deeds ſhall be forgotten, he will ſet them all in or- 


der before them,  P/a/. 50. 21. though never fo long ſince, 


or never ſo fecretly committed, Eccl. 12. 14. their very 
thoughts and their words ſhall be brought to judgement, 


; -Faude wer. 15. lat. 12, 36. 3. Toconclude he will weigh 


ont their puniſhment- in righteous ballances, every tranſ- 
greſſion ſhall receive 4 juſt recompence of reward, * 2 
ook 


(17) 


Look how much pleaſure in in, ſo much torment and for» 
rom they ſhall receive. Rev. 18. 6;7. 16.6, J have done 
with the Doctrinall part, let me beg your attentions a little 
longer to.the Application. - 
ls the Scepter of Chriſts Kingdome a righteous Scepter? Uſe 1. 
Let the Saints then be care full to juſtifie their King in all 
his dealings. How unſearc hable are his judgem nta * , (ſaith Rom. 11. 33. 
the Apoſtle) but not unequall, for in the liklieſt preſump- 
tions of injuſtice, he knowes the reaſon of his own pro- 
ceedings; righteouſneſſe (faith the Pſalmiſt) & the habitati- \ | 
ox of hs throxe , hut clouds and darknefſe are round about him 2, pfal. 52/1. 
be is righteous in all his wa ies, though the reaſon of his act- 
ings be hidden from us. And therefore in all his admini- 
ſtrations, whether towards the Churches in generall, or 
towards our ſelves in particular, let us ſee that we juſtifie 
our King; as the Saints in former times, though they knew 
not how to unriddle the intricate miſteries of Divine pro- 
vidence, yet they were careful to aſcribe righteouſnes to the 
Author, though it were contrary to the dictates of ſence 
and reaſon, as feremy, Righteous art thun, O Lord, when 1 
plead with thee, &c. Chap. 12, verſ. 1. and David, Pſal 73. 1. 
T ruely God is good unto Iſrael, &c. though his dealings with 
Ifrael were very ſtrange, ſee the following verſes. In like 
manner when we ſhall ſee him laying waſt his own vine- 
yard, pulling down what he hath built, and rooting up 
what he hath planted , giving the dearly beloved of his 
ſoul into the hands of their enemies b, let us take heed of xe, 12. 7. 
concluding that his mercy is clean gon, or that his promiſe 
failes; that he hath laid aſide his care and providence of 
his people; Though now we ſee not, yet we ſhall ſee, that 
twas not without cauſe that he bath hid himſelfe c. Princes E xe. 14.23. 
have their arcana imperis, ſecrets in government, which the 
vnlgar fort cannot dive into. No marvel then if this 
King alſo bath his way im the ſea, and his path in the great wa- | 
ter d, but when ſence and reaſon is at a loſſe, Faith can pal. 77. 1 | + 
bringusto an anchor. *Tis not more certaine that there is x,þ, 28. 7. * 
a God in heaven, than that all the changes and afflictions 
of the Church ſhall york for her good, and that they 
V 4 
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(18) | 
ſhall all of them end in the glory of Cheift, the enlarge- 
ment of bis kingdome, the ruine and deſtruction of 
. all his enemies: Though in this his darker adminiſtrations 
n 1. there be ſomething grievꝛare to his own people, there is 
er. 24. 9 dothing bertful f but to his enemies. Seeing Chriſt him- 
N ſelfe ſicts at the ſterne, and turnes all the wheels: im every 

change, we may be fare, all winds ſhall drive unto this 

port, all the lines of providence, though they ſeem ne- 

ver ſo crooked in our eyes,ſhall certainely meet in this cen · 

ter: Thovgh whilſt we look upon things aſunder, 

we would judge it otherwiſe, , becauſe we ſee not their 
tendancy to this end, yet if we would but wait with pati- 
ente, take the firſt & the {aſt together,. we ſhould behold ad- 
mirable wiſdome in each particular. Tis in this caſe, as when 

a workman is cutting out a piece of rich ſtuff, he that ſtands 

by bim & knows not hisskill, will be ready to think he doth 

fpoile and mar it, tilt he fees all the pieces ſet to in a 
Id. 28. 16. comely garment. And therefdre let u not be haſty t in our 

ſpirits,or ſpeak nnadviſedly with our lips, to blame either 
e wiſedome or the juſtice of this King of Saints, let us 
waice but till the pieces of providence are brought toge- . 
thee; we ſhall then ſee the order and beauty of his righte- 
ous government, and that nothing that is done, could be 
left undone. 2 So in his harſheſt dealings with our ſelves 
\ in particular, when he ſeems to ſet himſeife againſt us, aud 
" Jab. 6 . to make us the butts of his poiſoned arrowes b, when he 
faatcheth away our friends, goods, children, &c. Let us 
rake heed of raſh , impatient-and unbelieving ſpeeches, 
fach as bis were, Pfak 77. 7. and 73. 13. we ſhould rather 
fay with eh. I will lay my hand upon my mouth, &. Ch. 
40. 4, 5. Chriſtians ſhould not onely juſtifie him, as Crea- 
tor, and as Judge of the world, who proceeds againſt his 

Creatares by a righteous Law, and exacts no more than 
their iniquities do deſerve. It becomes his people to aſcribe 
rig neffe to him as be is King of Saints, that he deals 
wich us by another rule, orders every event unto us in love, 
that he would never permit ſuch evills to befall us, did 
he not ſee them to be neceſſary, and chat they are ſuch 
phyſick as we cannot want. In 


CoD -- 
Ta the next place (me thinks )theſe ripliteons adminiltra- 
tions of Chriſts Kingdome ſhould be a powerfull induce- 
ment to all that are without , to come under his Scepter. 
The reaſon of mens ſtanding out, is from thoſe unjuſt pre- 
judices and eavills which they have received againſt him; 
they look upon him as 4 hard and auſteer maſter, who re- 
quires much, and payes but little, as he Marth 25. 24. 
Iker that thou art a hard man, &c. and they, Mala. 3. 
14 What profit is it to ſerve the Lord? &c. My friends be- 
lieve not reports, but try your ſelves, and then ſpeak of 
him as you find. If he prove ſuch a hard maſter, or if 
waies be ſo grievous and unprofitable as is pretended, you'l 
be the better excuſed, if that you leave him. But theſe o- 
dious flanders, have been ſufficiently diſproved, you have 
now heard, that none have ſuch an eaſie profitable ſervice, 
as they that are the ſubjects of his kingdome : Ne re- 
ires no more than he will give them ſtrength to doe, and 

I am there is no maſter that doth give ſuch wages. God. 


fineſſe hath the promiſes of tb life, and of that which iu te Tim. 


come i, and for his performance, conſult the experiences of 
the Saints that have gone before us hu 23-14 To uſe 
but one argument more, if you will not take him to be 
your King, you muſt have him to be your Judge: they 
that will not come under bis golden Scepter , they ſhall be 
broken in pieces with his iron rod. They muſt ſhortly 
come to be judged by that rigorous Law, which will not 
ſuffer the leaft ſinne to goe unpuniſhed , or to receive a 
leſſe puniſhment than eternall death. But now the ſubjects 
of this Kingdome are freed from this mercileſſe judicato- 


ry, they are net ander the Law, bas under Grace k, their in- 1 Rom. 6. 14. 


ditements ſhall be taken up in another Court, though they 
have committed ſinnes, they ſhall be 3 they ſhall 
never beare any of thoſe puniſhments which their ſinnes 
deſerve. 
Thirdly, *Tis matter of unſpeakable conſolation unto 
all the Saints, that the Scepter of their King is arighteons 
Oljelt. But ſome will fay what comfort is it to * 
D 2 5 
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full creatures, that they have a juſt and righteous King ? 

I he deale with us ina way ol juſtice and righteouſneſſe, 

w bo can poſſibly be ſaved d P/ab 130. 3. 143. 2. 

87 - > Anſw.' Beloved; you muſt know there is a great difference 

between the rigkteouſueſſe of Chriſt, ' as he is Judge and 

Creator, and the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt as King of 

Saints: The former indeed is an affrighting, killing righte- 

ouſneſſe, but the latter is a fountaine of peace and com- 

| fort unto weary ſoules: The rule of the former is the Co- 

*% venant of works, Doe this ami live, ar faile of doing it and dic, 

proceeding by this rule, he rewards men according to their 

own works, and deſervings. But the rule of the latter, is his 

a grace and mercy, he deals with his people according. to hi: 

es deſervings; and what he hath merited in their behalfe; 
this righteouſneſſe is not oppoſed ito mercy, but to the 
rigor, and ſeverity of. the firſt Covenant, and therefore the 
Saints have dared to plead this nee Jer. 10. 23. 
Pſal. 31. 1. his meaning is not deliyer me, becauuſe I have 
dieſerved it, but becauſę thou haſt graciouſly promiſed 
iti hei whatſoever is good and nepeſſary to thy ſcrvants.; accor- 
— ding to thy ri ghtensaſue ſſe (i. e.) according to oy goodneſſe & 
| + mera faithfullneſſe l. The Septuag. doth frequently render righ- 
at veraeitets teouſneſſe by a word that ſignifies mercy or goodneſſe, as 
aaftari⸗ or. go 
| fue, Albert. Pſal 24. 5, 33. 5, Dan: 9. 16. 

/ J. Nov, firſt is it not ground of unſpeakable comfort un- 
to · all the Saints, that Chriſt, is Ring of righteouſneſs? that 
he hath riches and treaſures, of. righteouſneſſe, anſwerable 
to that abundance and treaſures of ſinne that dwels in us? 
that he hath righteouſneſſe, not as a private perſon, but as 
a · King. to diſpence and beſtow. it upon his ſubjeRs ? as he 
bach grace enough 9. ſupply our wants, ſo; his office doth 
engage him to give it freely. ... His Kingly office was or- 
dained for the ſupply of r eee and necellities of his ſub- 

| jeas, as well as for their defence and prefervation, he is 

i. more willing to beſtow his righteouſneſs on ſinners, than 

= they canheto-rgceive i 5; | | 


q . | $121 F211 16f 9 
A _ Secondly, Againe what a comfort is this, that we have 


ſaclra King as: doth wholly mind and. intend our good; 
N | - | . 
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that drives on no defi gn but the welfare and bappineſſe of | 
his people, that imployes all his wiſdom, power, intereſt, for 
the proſperity of his, Saints 2» Pſal. 35. 27. art 

3. Is it not a ſingular priviledge to have ſuch a King, 3 
that will not burthen his ſervants beyond their — 
nor lay more upon them than they are able to bear; ina 
word, that gives them power to = whatſoever he com- 
mands to be done? who would ever be weary of ſerving 
ſuch a Maſter, or think any thing grievous: which he 
requires? 5 
4. Is not this to a, ſingular comfort, that his eye is al 4 
wayes upon us, that he deſpiſeth not, but gratiouſly accepts 
our ſmalleſt offerings ? ſurely it is a great encouragement 
to be ſincere in every ſervice, not to affect or ſeek after the a 
praiſe of men n, ſeeing that our righteous King takes no-, ” 1 ** 
tice of all that is done, or ſuffered for his name ſake 92 138. 
FJ. Laſtly, Is it nota precious ground of comfort, that 5 
we have to deal with ſuch a King, as is faithfull of his word, . 
which we may. reſt and build upon > Though men are de- 
ceitfull upon the ballances, yet he cannot deceive us, there 
. ſhall, not ſo much as one tittle fail of all that he hath pro- 
miſed to us; hence it is, that faith makes things that are ar 

o come. as: reall and ſubſtantially as if they wete already : Hebr. xz, 1. 
preſent,and the Saints rejoyce in the hope of eternal life, 'r 
as if they had the poſſeſſion of it a. 

But Furth and laſt. inference ſhall be a few words of ex- 
hortation to the Subjects of this rightequs King, that they 
would labour to be like their Soveraign , Righteos.even as 
he is rights. Subjects generally are ambitious to imitatee 
their leaders and ſuperiours :. I have read of ',0b/equizm in ringen, & © 
a people that affected to halt becauſe their — © wei: 
King was lame; Tis noted of Ephraim, that he a . l.; 4 
willingly walked in the way of Jeroboam, Heſ. 5, + | 
11. St. Auſtin © obſerves it to be the policy of Au inp nmacen Þ | 
Sathan, that the worſt men amongſt che Hea- — — 1 
thens were accounted Gods, becauſe conſcience ia ayererem ; Aug: dfn,, 
inſtruts men to be like their Gods. Shall o- 4 * zo. . 
Wer tnf arge eee 
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+ erfetions of bur King Tis a ſhame 

ine ſhould prevail with 

wicked men, more than the example of the Lord Jeſus can 
Ade wich Chriſtians, 

. — doe all profeſſe our ſelrer e ym ſubjects of 

is there 


ee 
— — upon us ? few bow ke hive 1 m that 


appeared to us, to live righteouſiy > we 
ay — complaint of the Pro et, thatrigh- 
teouſneſſe hath left the earth, Amos 5. 7. 


1. I am fure intheſe lower regions there is a great de- 
fe, where is the man that doth unto others as he would be 
«done unto ? or that hath any regard of his neighbours 


good, eſpecially when it comes in competition with his 
| ain and In 


ho few are there that think 
— thing unlawfull which is ſafe and profitable, asif the 
Poets quec mods vem, were cano call Scripture ? was 
there ever ſo much fraud and deceit interwoven in mens 
dealings as now there is? or were there ever known ſo 
many ſuites, brabbles, and contentions, K 

© The Aſſzes in 2 witneſſe che prolonging of your Aſſizes * 
Abe in we dens 4 fl. double me time they were wonrtd hold? Poe 
tod four whole 2 theſe things become the Subjects of a righteous 
= (ulm oP King > Nay, doe they not caſt a reptoach upon 
A 1 his Scepter, and cauſe the word of righteouſ- 


although both! neſs, which is ſo generally profeſſed, to be blaſ- 
the Goal 8 
— e pbemed. 


. 2. It were to be wiſhed, that the conſtellation of ri . 
1 — ouſkeſſe did ſhine more brightly in the higher o 

eee fun: Truly we meet with fad complains in every corner , that 
Fin, a. che burthens of the Nation doe lie chiefly on the ſhoul- 
Ede ofche meaner ſort, chat they who have extraordinary 


| oy: doe nothing prope rtionably to their incomes® ; 
| 9 em yn" Monopo fire offices and places of profit, 
5 ar the Clergy attack did Church livings. That 
: 5. > — of our Lawes and Courts (whic is ſo-ne- 
. ceffary.* to the well being of this Sate) upon the matter 
S . 


(23) 
hath been but talk d of: That in ſome of the late erected 
Courts and Offices, there are greater corruptions, and more 
onerous to the ſubje&, than in any others, and particularly 
in the way of gathering the Exciſe, there are fearfull oui- 
cryes concerning this. That che Publick faith was never 
ſo ſhamefully violated in any Nation às it hath been a- 
mongſt us, ſome being forc'd to ſell away their debts ac- 
crewing upon loan and ſervice at inconſiderable rates, for 
18, or 20, d. per. lib. and what advantage ſome have fackr 
from hence is ſufficiently known: others who have been 
promiſed. reparation of their ſufferings for the publick 
cauſe are little minded, though they and their families are 
brought unto a morſell of bread. This and much more is 
2 38 muttered, and I wiſh from my heart it could be 

emed. | 

Fbr my own part, I am but a little acquainted with great 
mens actions, this 3 my all of them ſubje& un⸗ | 
to great temptations ; they ſtand i ſtippery places® ; which x PGl, 73. 16. 
5a 4 ſhould make us all —— nr yh the Lord fot 1 Tina, ä 
them y ; ſo more eſpecially ought we that are Miniſters to *- 
deale the more plainly whenwe ſpeak unto them, and with 
a godly jealouſie put them in remembrance, what poor low 
things the honours and' riches of the world are, what great 
opportunities are put into their hands, and what a ſtrict 
aecount muſt be made to God of their mannage of them. 

And Iwould to God that thoſe watchmen , whoſtand . , 
in the high places of the Land, thar are the ſeers to out 
great men in Parliament, Army, and City, did more fre- 
. them in mind, what engagements to righteouſ- 
neſſe doe lie upon them, that they would often alarum 
them as Moſes doth his Iudges, Dest. 16. 20. fuftice, f- | 
ier „ halt thou doe, For if any of them ould now make » xebe,}... - 
it their chief buſineſſe to build their own houſes, and to ſet 
their neſts amongſt the ſtars * ; to inrich themſelves with» Obad. 4. . 
the publick ruines; If after all their humiliations, and 
prayers, their ſolemn vowes and proteſtations in their low 
eſtate, the ( almoſt ) infinite deliverances they have re- 
ceived; If, I fay, after all theſeand many more obligati- 

& ons, 
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4, 20 of chem ſhould ke-far forge Gods as to 
forth their hands te violence, and ee with 2 25 of 
wickedoeſſe, uſe that power to oppreſſe which i is given them 
to relieve the = „na e if they doe not the work 
which they are called of will ſurely judge them, 
— — ſhall be be: ſevenfold. greater than any of 
A thoſe that bave gone before them, becauſe greater engage - 
E ments doe lie upon them, and ſurely. God will not hold them 
" *Brod. 20.7. guitle ſſe that doe take big Name in van: 
- Tis my ſoules deſire, that all that have any p ower in the 
Nation may uſeiit righteouſly, chat this whole Land were a 
Iſai. 1. 26. habitation of juſtice, and: a City of righteouſueſſe b. 
O that the Lord would powerfully perfrade their hearts 
that are in eminent-places, to doe juſtly, love mercy, and 
Mich. 6.8, to walk humbly with their God e; That as they profeſſe 
themſelves the fubjects,;;{9 they would Ipprove A· 
the followers of: Jeſus Crit (And | 
 . ©; Firſt, By their. zeghfor gh rhemghmouſacite þ of God, that 
which-makes finners, righteous-inthe ſight of God; They 
will never be rightegus cowards men, who are not cloathed 
rech Hooker 1 with this righteouſneſle; i n the ſight .of God d. For how 
5. . enn hoy be. just men tha are nes pod men,, on that afe 
Filer onnixm hog . ſuch from: an inward, principle there i; no yertue in 
vireuto fun- wurh which-doth not ſpring from faith, or a canſcience 
denemum. ſprinelled wich the blond: of Chriſt. And therefore Ma- 
ade f gun moreeſpecially, 9 50 £0; put on che Lord Jeſus 
ſumit initium. , and] I: 36FOvAt S/Fj81 e fnefic, th OE any 
Fulgent. a nm this would 115 he eyesr9-the 
oſt. calls faich fuet: ko the Jame,-and.jt hope hen She Mind an ou 
pre ad- ſpiricdall in, all ha das And, h ere [could wi 
. thezeal efour, e men did Wee it ſelf 
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people than penalf Statutes ; If they ſee 8 and 
Governours imbracing the truth with ſuitable affections 
giving honour to the Goſpel by their reverent attending 
upon the preaching of it, and their exemplary obedience 
ts the power of it, it ſtrikes an awe upon their ſpirits, if it 
work no more; we read, As 18.8. that when Criſpus 
the chief Ruler believed, many of the Corinthians believed alſo, 
But if they ſhall light and diſcountenance this Ordinance 
of God, nay, if they attend to | but in a careleſſe oſcitant 
manner, if they uſe it but as a form and ceremony, the vul- 
gar ſort will abhorre it. | 
l wiſh it were ſeriouſly conſidered by the godly-wiſe, 
whether that ſtate and theatricall pomp &, which is ſome- ard moe 
times uſed at theſe ſolemnities be ſuitable to the ſimplicity earrasias, 
and ſpiritualnoſſe of Gods worſhip, and whether it be con- Act. 25. 23. 
ſiſtent with that fear and reverence which ſhould here be 
ſhewn by the greateſt perſons. Might I ſpeak my thoughts 
( and I know not why I ſhould not ina cafe of this nature, 
which ſo nearly concernes the purity of Gods worſhip ) 
I muſt profeſſe, that I cannot but rank it in the number of 
thoſe Ceremonies,which doe rather darken than adorn the 
worſhip of God. 
In their civill Courts we heartily wiſh , that their ſtate 
were far greater, that the ſplendor and magnificence of 
their Thrones did darken Solomont. But ſure in the Church 
their ordinary habits, and moſt humble deportment, would 
beſt become them ; on the Bench let them appear as Gods, 
but inthe Church as meni, who are but duſt and aſhes, See 2 Thel: 
ready to hear what the great God ſhall ſay unto them; 2. 4 
heretofore when the King himſelf came in place, the infe- 
riour Magiſtrate reſing'd up the badges of his authority, 
Whether it were Mace, Sword, &c. and is it not as reaſona- 
o ble , that when men come before the King of Heaven and 
Earth, their enſignes of Majeſty ſhould be laid aſide ? Tis 
obſerved of Heſter , that when ſhe went to Abaſßuerus ſhe 
put on her royall apparell, but when ſhe comes unto God, 
the puts on ſatk-clotk; Though the Kings of Iſrael 
(who were types of Chriſt * allow 'd to ſit in the 


Temple, 


enn Temple k, yet uſually we find them ſtanding, 1 Xing. 8.. 
adi lter ee 12,13, Tis apparent That they uſed 
are, 576 not chat ſtate in the Temple that they had upon the 
wk! Throne!; we read of Conftantine the great, that having 
bes: Skickzrd ſtood whole houres in hearing the Word, the Biſhop that 
de jur. preach d deſired him to fie, he replied, ww viders inſti» 
er tutis de Deo di put ationibus aures prebere neg — Tis 
„ ® prophecied Rev. 21. 24. That Kings ſhall bri 


ug their glory 
= eb. in and honour to the Church , i. e.) they ſhall count it their 
Bit. Conta. greateſt honour, that they are Members of it; Rulers are 
4. exhorted to ſerve the Lord with fear, &c. Pſal. 2. 11. 
though inward reverence be the chief and principall, yet 
the ſame ought to be teſtiſed outwardly by ſuitable ge- 
ſtures; The Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 4,7: ſeems to me to for- 
bid all ſuch acts and geſtures in prayer and preaching, as 
derive any honour or authority to our ſelves, as the cover- 
ing ofthe head; which as Bes well obſerves, cannot be 


the Scripture, but to the whole aſſembly which doth joyn 
in that duty, for though but one doth ſpeak, yet the action 
is common, all the congregation may be ſaid to pray or 
prophecy ; as 1 King. 8. 62. it is ſaid, that the King and 
all Hrael did offer ſacrifice , though the Prieſts did doe it: 
Again, thoſe actions are there aſerib d vntowomen alſo, 

o could no otherwiſe be ſaid to pray or prophecy, than 
by being in the Churctr whilſt theſe duties were perform'd, 
for women might not ſpeak inthe congregation, 1 Cor. 14. 
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g theſe ſacred duties were thought by the ſtle inconſi- 
together {tent with che reverence that is due to them, much leſſe 


1 ——— in our Chriſtiaa aſſomblies. It cannot be denied, but that 
8 whom it occaſions exceeding much diſorder , and many diſtracti- 
ib om in our conpregati 


Creds doe not 


- ſomach 28 go ſnare unto them, who in this 


| place ſhould know no power 
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 Churchto - 2. By their ſtedfaſtneſſe perſeverance in — 
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ions a, and oftentimes becomes a 


referred onely to him that utters the prayer, or expounds 


en 3 1 75m, 2. 11, 12. Nom if mens covering their headsin / 


ſee theſe ought ſuch pompous and magnificent ſhews be allowed of 
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Chriſt alone. Tis ſad to conſider how may eminent pro 
feſſors, whoſe names have been famous throughout the © © 


Churches, are turn d aſide to vain notions,and to another „„ 
Goſpelo, to vilifie that Chriſt which died, roſe again, and : Gal. 1.6. . 


aſcended into heaven to make interceſſion for us, in com- — 4 
parifon of a Chriſt which hath no exiſtence at all, but in I 
their own fancies; Is there any other name under hea- 
ven given whereby we can be ſaved y, beſides the Lord our, ,, _- 
righteouſnefle > and have not the Saints alwayes accoun- Icr. _—_ N 
red their own righteouſneſſe ( though wrought by the | 
ſtrength and aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit) to be but dung 
and filthy rags in compariſon of his? fee /a. 64. 6. Phil. 
3. 8, 9. Iſa. 45 - 24, 25. : 

3. In countenancing and protecting the Preachers of 


2 
3 


Th 
1 
* 


dhis righteouſneſſe ; we crave not their power to force our * 
doctrine upon mens conſeiences, or to cut off them that 1 
doe oppoſe us a. But 1. to allow us — preaching « Fer which 
and reaſoning* to convince gainſayers, and ſuch as doe ſome have im- 


oppoſe the truth, and in doing our duties to protect us pertinent a- 
from the rage and violence of unruly. people. And 2 ledge G. 
that our juſt reproofes of great mens ſins be not interpreted: Wai a. 
medling in State affaires. 1 | | 1 — du- 
Secondly, By making him their pattern in civill righte» ty no leſs tl 
oufnefs , by — Fach unto their Subjects as he is preaching, T'®s 
unto his: And Apoſtles : 
1. That they would make it their greateſt deſign to ſeek &ice, 4 
the peoples welfare, remembring that Rulers were not or- 9. 9. 29. 7. 
dained for their own, but for the good of thoſe that are 2. and r. 1 
under them. Ler them leave the care of their own houſes ;F ho 1 
unto God; We read ofthe Hebrew Mid wives, that becauſe „n | 
| they feared God, therefore Ged built them houſes, Exod.1. | 
21. thoſe houſes ſhall continue longeſt which are built by . . 1 
8 God, and not by violence and oppreſſion. Better is a little 
| { faith Solomon) with righteouſneſſe , thun great revenems 
withont right, Prov. 16. 8D. Memorable is the practiſe of the 
Jewes, that when they had power over their adverſaries, 
and the ſpoil of their enemies was given to them, Efer 8. 
1. yet Gies the text) r they laid nos their 
nnr » 2 Fre þ 
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"ES 7-4 (29) 
Ad of Salaline inthe Tutkiſh ſtory t, before 
jk „ ſe Hearſe it was proclaimed, Saladine the Congueronr of 
en Faft bath gotten nothing by all his viftories but this black 
, which was then carried before him; will not ſuch 
examples be a ſhame unto many Chriſtians, who let ſlip no 
opportunity of gain that is given to them? 

2. That they would, as much as is poſlible, eaſe them of 
their burthens, at leaſt make their yoke to belighter by a 
more equall diſtribution of the common taxes. The peo- 
ple generally doe not complain ſo much of their payments, 
as of the difproportion and inequality of laying them. 
Commiſſioners and Aſſeſſors in many places are: ei ceed- 
ingly blam'd, that they aſſume an arbitrary power con- 
trary to the Act; that they make uſe of their authority to 
eaſe themſelves, friends and kindred , and to ſhift off their 
burthens upon other mens ſhoulders. That though the Par- 
liament have taken off a fourth part of the tax, their Aſſeſ- 
ments in ſome places are as great as they were before: It 
were a worthy work to-ſearch. out this matter, and to put 
them to ſhame that ſhall be found guilty. 

3. That they would, fuffer their eares to be open to the 
{+ -.-+. ;,, criesofthe poor, ſuch as have no friend to rely upon, but 
tte juſtneſſe oßtheir cauſe; The rigbteom (ſaith Salomon) 
weil canſider the canſe of the poor , though the wicked dot not re- 
gedit, Prov.29 7. Great men ſhould be like our great 
High- Prieſt, who isroucht with a. feeling of his peoples infir- 
8 mities , Heb: 4.15. It may be others that ſhould relieve 
#**+.-. >» - them, are the perſons that doe oppreſſe and wrong them. 

„ 4, That they. would remember them that have been 
, _* Faithfall co them; Indeed if any that have ſerv'd them 
have out of diſcontent and peeviſhneſſe gone about to de- 
ſtroy the — which they themſelves have wrought, tis 
but juſt, that their former righteouſneſſe ſhould be forgeot- 
1b. % ten !; Thoſe benefits of inferiors are * injuries 
I to them that are over them; which make the mind onely 
V capable of merrit, and nothing of duty. But of them that 
A arecanſtant,that have ſtuck to them cloſeſt intheir greateſt 

"3 _ need, tyre greet. pity that any labour of Win 
Forgotten... | 1 * IK. 
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| (29) I 
5. That they would be carefull to performe all their pro⸗ 
miſes, that their people might build upon them as à fare 
toundation ; The words of Chriſtian Magiſtrates eſpecj- 
ally ſhould be like the Lawes of the Medes and Perſians; 
which might not be broken . Breach of promiſe in mean «Dan. 6.8. 
ones is a foul ſhame, but in great men, like the Eclipſe ofthe 114.15 
Sun, which is alwayes fatall. WV 
6. And laſtly, That in the diſtribution of puniſhments 
they would be like unto Chriſt, have no reſpe& of perſons, 
the greater any offenders are, the fitter objects are they for 
juſtice, which as it would derive moſt glory to Magiſtrates, 
ſo would it ſtrike the greateſt terror into evill doers. Mur- 
der is a ſin that cannot be pardoned by man,wboſcever ſbed- 
deth mans bloud, &c. Gen. 9.6. neither King nor Parliament 
ſnould pardon Murder, and if the aceeſſary deſerve death, 
much more the principall 
It were to be wiſhed there were ſome additionaſls to the 
Act of adultery, which as it now ſtands, is made but a 
meer fcar-crow, for though proofes may not be ſo full and 
„ cleer, as to reach the life (which | conceive are impoſſible | 
to be had, without the parties confeflion * ) yet there are *Witneſſe 
other degrees of uncleanneſſe, which are iniquities to be 2 ” 

; ; a 5 * ry 
puniſhed by theJudge;ſee an inſtance (if you pleaſe) Deut. at Su 
25.12. No ſort of offenders not capital, do deſerve ſeverer this laſt aſſine- 
niſhment, than corrupt Officers and Miniſters about our And Webb's 

Courts of juſtice, who (as one*cals them) are tineæ fe — — | 
rewſes, the States moaths, more pernitious to a Common- WillireRane. x 
wealth than high-way theeves, becauſe the trade they drive Bp, Andrews 
is furtum colore juſtitiæ palliatum, a kind of legall theft, SpirtleSerm.. 
uſing the Lawes which ſhould protect, as engines to torture 6 
the ſimple countrey people. Were Tiberius 7 example Piuciadmodit * 
followed, and but ſome of them, when their fraud is found, 7! radar, ce 
i ſeverely puniſhed, the reſt would feare. I ſnall conclude 3 | 
this point with that of the Pſalmiſt Pſal. 105. 3. Bleſſed), 1. | 
are they that keep judgement and do righteonſm ſſi at all times. 
I hoped.to have diſpatched the other point alſo, which 
was iſſued from the limitation: or reſtriction of this pro- 
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(39) | 
That — E proper and peculiar unto 6 briff*s 
Kingdowe. * | 


But (that I may not wrong your patience) we will wave 
the Doctrine, and ſhut up all with a word of Uſe. 
If righteouſneſſe doth 5 N to the Scepter 

of eſis Chriſt, let us not expect ſo much from humane go- 
vernments: we mult not logk to have a Common- wealth 
ſo perfectly reformed, and ſo exactly governed, but there 
will be many diſorders. For if the governments of the 
moſt virtuous Princes we ever read of, were ſo many waies 
faulty, as we find they were; as not onely of Augnſtwe, 
Titus, Trajan, who were held to be patterns of upright 

* Plin. Paneg. dealing, but of David , Salomon. Aſa, &c. who were 
Trgjes. dif. men after Gods own heart, and whoſe Laws and manner of 
government, were of his appointing, can we reaſonable- 

2 for ſuch governours or government, againſt which 
e can be no exception? if in farre leſſer Polities there 

do happen ſo many confuſions and diſorders, as we ſee 

there do, in the government 'of Townes, Corporations, 

Families, S. can it be avoided but in theſe great bodies 

| there will be many corruptions, wherein ſo many ſubordi- 
a nate officers muſt needs be truſted ? Nay if in the govern- 
46. ment of the Church (which is a Kingdome of Saints b) 


* 


there are ſo many miſcarriages, as we find there have been, 
even in che firſt and pureſt Churches, can we hope it ſhould 
= | de better in the Kingdoms of the world? ſeeing not onely 
"=: «© Walls uh Governours themſelves, but the Lawes they rule by, are 
=” n/quen/unrle-many waies faulty and vitious<. For which cauſe Luther 
compares the Lawes of men to a beggers coat d, which 
EA „ Mmuft be daily; pacch't and piec'd, to make it hang together, 
. If this rule were ſtreight and perfect, what need ſo many 
+ FI e additions, explanations, alterations, and repeales, as are 
2 . made in our Las. No if the rule be crooked can the work 
de cones hich in done by it be ſtreicht ? And therefore the great- 
t ſtates- mea amonꝑſt the Heathens, as Plate, and Cicero, 
. 1b. have concluded, that kingdomes cannot be governed with- 
8 | | ont 


"= 19 


7 ( 21 ) . | 

out much injuſtice. As the work of ſanctification in fin. * 
gle perſons, ſo the reformation of States and Kingdomes, 
will never be perfect in this life. 

The righteouſneſſe of earthly Rulers, doth not conſiſt 

in Puncto Mathematico, but in Pundto phiſico, tis praiſe - wor- 
thy if they come within the circumference, though they 
do not reach the Center e. The moſt that can be look't r1marris 
for, is to have fuch Rulers as do not wittingly decline from morzli punfun 
juſtice, that do their utmoſt endeavour to do right to all, 4%. 


that are willing and ready to reforme whatſoever is found — 


amiſſe. um, circumſe- 
Thoſe perfectiſts that will beare with no defects or fail- rentia autem 
ings in civill governments, are as wide in Politiques, as the dine a. 
Novatians we re in Chriſtianity, who ſtood for a perfection — id. 
of ſanctification, and held that no ſinne was pardonable 77 f/ y;4,0e 
after baptiſme. Loather i tells us of ſome Rulers that were Erfurdie fc 
put to death at Erferd becauſe they affected to he juſt s, not 7927 , ut ſuſ- 
conſidering that there is a devill in the world : they — 
will beare with no infirmities or miſcarriages in thoſe that — 
are ſet over them, muſt needs (as the Apoſtle ſpeakes in a- ſunc bau ſpe= 
nother eaſe) go out of the world, and take up their dwel cularive 
ing in ſome Utopia. As there onghtto be an dν,jũs * 92 | Soo 
great deale of — 2nd moderation in rulers to- A 
wards their people, ſo the ſame affection ſhould he in the 40. % 1.45. 


people towards their rulers, they ſhould not be extream to: Eccl.7, 26, 


mark what is done amiſſs, much leſſe for ſome leſſer mif- *E# primes ©, 


carriages, go about to remove them, and to throw off the derais. Bex. 


yoake from off their ſhoulders, twas never ſeen, but they, 
who on this pretence, have attempted, ſuch changes, when 
they have held tbe Scepter, they have mannag'd it worſe, 
compare 2 Sam. 15. 4. with Chaps 16, 23. 

If thou ſeeſt the Ae of the poor (ſaies Salomon) do not 
marvel at the matter. Iaecld. 5.97 (g. d.) tis no ſuch ſtrange 
matter, it cannot be expected but wy diforders will hap- 
pen in the governments of men; which if they are not 
willfull, ought to be born with and covered over with the 
mantle of love. 


Yet it is meet that magiſtrates, as well as others, * |; 
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Aud — we perfection! in this life, yet that 
| hinders not; but that they ought to preſſe forward, and to 
get as near to it as chey can, for as priv briſtians are 
Per. 3. 13, to grow in grace k, and never give over till they have attained 
ts unte the meaſure of the 2 8 EF 4 144 ſo ſhouſd magi- 
lrates increaſe in righteouſn daily endeavour that 
- +, heir Sce may be more. and more like unto the Scepter 
of Chriſt? | The defects and amperfetions of humane 
governments, is no ground to tolerate manifeſt evills, or to 
connive at any thing that ſhall be found amiſſe. I it but 
a ſin of infirmity, ſuffer evills which are not known, but 
no leſſe than rebellion, to allow of any thin which we 
know to bennrighteous. They chat go fartheſt in refor- 
mation do yet come ſhort, there will de roome for endea- 
vourers; as long as we live, and — — Chriſtians ſhould 
N or 2 wah in any meaſure that they have at- 
We xs: n 
re are m even 46 aventy fat 
i perfelt u, Mat: 5. 48. 4 
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